WINCHESTER

T?ew towns have enjoyed greater historical importance than
JL Winchester. The Caer Gwent of the Celts, the Venta
Belgarum of the Romans, Wintoncaester became under the
Saxons the capital of England, and under the Normans and
Angevins it remained the rival of London. It was a centre of
learning under Alfred and became, in the fourteenth century,
the cradle of the public school system in England ; it was a
fortified town, with royal and episcopal castles in which
Parliaments met, trials were held and sieges withstood ; it was
the scene of one of the most famous annual fairs of the Middle
Ages; it was a Cathedral city from the seventh century to
the present day.

It is probable that some time elapsed between the destruc-
tion of Venta Belgarum and the occupation of the site by the
Saxons, for it is not until the seventh century that there is any
mention of Winchester, and it was Dorchester which became
the first Bishopric of converted Wessex. By 676, however,
Winchester had become a royal residence, a Cathedral had been
built and the see transferred there. Finally in 876 Egbert,
after his victory over the Mercians, was crowned King of the
English at Winchester, which from this time became the
capital of England. Though, in the years which followed,
Winchester suffered severely from Danish raids, its fame was
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